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CITY CLER$.
CouncilChairTodd Ape and HOHOLULU! HAWAt%
Membersof Honolulu City Council
530SouthKing Street
Honolulu,HI 96813
Fax: 527-6910
Subject: Bill 16

Supportfor HaleiwaBusinessImprovementDistrict/Walkways

DearCouncilChairApe andMembersof the City Council:

I am writing this letter in supportof Bill 16 requesting5100,000for the Haleiwa BusinessImprovement
District projectto improve accessandsafety to the millions of visitors who cometo the North Shoreas
well as for the residentsof the North ShoreandOahu. This projectis recommendedin the North Shore
SustainableCommunitiesPlanandis supportedby manygroupsincludingtheNorth ShoreNeighborhood
Board, KamehamehaSchools,Waialua CommunityAssociation,the North Shore Outdoor Circle and
others. It is identified as the highestpriority in the “Made in HaleiwaTown” town plandatingback to
July 26, 1991, in which 340 residentsparticipated. In arecentsurveyof thetown’s merchants,92% of all
the merchantswere in favor of continuouswalkwaysin the town citing safety as the main reasonfor
needingwalkways.

The growth of traffic from both local andtourist activities in the Haleiwaareahasrapidly outgrownthe
existing facilities’ ability to provide safemethodsfor getting aroundon foot. The North Shore, and
especiallyHaleiwa, is a visitor destinationthat brings in almost2.5 million visitors per year,* and yet
thereare no walkwaysfor visitors to safely walk on through this quaint,historic town while exploring,
shopping,andeatingat the restaurants.Instead,therearepotholes,puddlesandtrip hazardsthat visitors
frequentlygethurtfrom.

The North Shorecommunity needs immediatehelp with this issue before somethingtragic happens.
Underthe currentcircumstances,pedestriansareforced to walk on the narrowshouldersof the roadways
or in the middle of the roadcreatinga situationwheredrivers must dodgethe pedestrians. Peoplein
wheelchairsand babiesin strollersmust go onto the roadsince thereare uneven,dirt shouldersthatare
difficult to traverse. In manyplaces, shouldersare completelynonexistent,leaving pedestriansat an
extremerisk of injury from anunplannedclashwith an automobile.

Pleasevote to support this long-awaitedandhighest-priorityproject so that our secondmost popular
tourist destinationon Oahubecomesvisitor friendly andsafe.

I appreciateyour considerationof thisrequest.

Sincerely,

BarbaraL. Ritchie

* DEBDT tack-onsurveysin 2003 and 2005 show that 51% of all overnight Oahuvisitors visited the

North Shore. Highestlevelsof dissatisfaction(10%) werewith facilities.
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